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CORRESPONDENCE. 



OUR LETTER FROM ITALY. 

Milan, April 18, 1893. 
Our commission of the International Peace Bureau met 
at its rooms in Berne on the 8th and 9th inst., and in 
three important sessions considered all the subjects of 
the program contained in the circular which has of course 
been sent to yon. 

Our friend Ducommun who, as Secretary of the Bureau, 
had the honor of representing you (at your request) at 
the meeting, will inform you of all that was done, both in 
respect to our organizations in Europe and in reference to 
the subjects to be treated at the Fifth Congress at Chi- 
cago. 

The Committee of the Lombard Union for Peace and 
Arbitration, having under consideration the Chicago Con- 
gress and the important subjects which will be discussed 
there, decided to hold at Milan a series of lectures relat- 
ing to the themes already proposed by your Committee 
and placed upon the program. The Committee then de- 
cided that it would be wise to set before our townsmen 
the scope of the lectures in a manifesto the text of which 
I herewith send you. 

" Fallow Townsmen; 

"While the joyous echo of the greeting which came 
from every part of the civilized world to Genoa, in the 
name of Columbus, has not yet passed away, America is 
preparing to honor the immortal son of Italy by an im- 
portant event which the powerful energies of that people 
will probably render the greatest of the century. 

" An imposing exposition will bring together iu Chicago 
all the products of human labor, and alongside of this 
splendid display, World's Congresses will discuss the most 
important political and social problems of our time. 

" International arbitration and peace will be the subject 
of one of these Congresses and at this we shall have del- 
egates present. Not official representatives of any gov- 
ernment, but faithful interpreters of the better portion 
of the people, these delegates like all those from Europe 
will find a marked contrast between the conditions of the 
old world and those of the new, — encouraging for us (the 
friends of peace), a severe warning to others. There, 
States federated and as it were unarmed, most active in- 
dustries, flourishing populations never disturbed by the 
ghost of war, law established as arbiter in intersttte 
questions ; here, States isolated or poorly united by irra- 
tional fear, peoples hostile to one another and made mis- 
erable by enormous military expenditure, millions of illit- 
erate persons, fears of cruel conflicts awakened by every 
effort to maintain old prejudices and brutal instincts. 

' ' We wish at least to show that here also, in spite of ob- 
stacles and errors, are cultivated and growing those ideas 
of civil progress which on the other side of the Atlantic 
have already in part moulded the laws and entered into 
the conscience of the people. We desire that our dele- 
gates may go to Chicago with the consciousness that they 
represent there the sentiments and ideas of all those who 
know how to dispossess themselves of the last remains of 
barbarism, and that they may be able to say that here in 
Europe also we have faith in the new outlook opened to 
humanity and that we are laboring and struggling for a 
new life. 



" On this account we have thought it proper to have in 
Milan during this and the following month some public 
lectures, in which we shall have the help of distinguished 
speakers. Together with some topics on the program pro- 
posed for the Congress at Chicago, they will discuss the 
chief problems which relate to the subject of international 
peace and are at the same time the hope and the torment 
of our time." 

This manifesto bore the names of all the twenty-four 
members who compose the Board of Directors. The 
course of lectures was opened on Sabbath evening, the 
15th inst., with an important address against war by the 
Marquis Vilfredo Pareto, who, touching on the causes 
which keep the nations of Europe in arms, demonstrated 
the urgent necessity of arbitration for the solution of the 
international difficulties now existing or which may here- 
after arise. 

Other speakers, in subsequent addresses, will consider 
the question of war from the political and social point of 
view and from that of modern intelligence. 

It will interest you as a member of the International 
Peace Bureau to know that our Swiss peace friends have 
lately decided to submit a petition to the Federal Council 
and House asking for an annual subsidy for the Bureau, 
which, as you know, has been regularly inscribed in the 
list of corporate societies. If the subsidy is granted, as 
is expected, this will serve as a stimulus to other govern- 
ments to aid materially and morally the development of 
the Bureau, its importance in international relations being 
once recognized. 

The Swiss Federal Chambers have recently ratified a 
treaty of commerce with Roumania, in which is inserted a 
clause providing for arbitration in the case of all questions 
arising in connection with the interpretation and applica- 
tion of the treaty. 

The Roumanian Parliament, in the session of April 4lh, 
adopted unanimously the resolution concerning interna- 
tional arbitration introduced by I. Ciuflea, on the 17th of 
December last. Senator Flechia, in the session of the 
30th of January last, in a remarkable discourse recom- 
mended to the minister of foreign affairs the resolutions 
passed by the Fourth Interparliamentary Conference at 
Berne regarding the application of arbitration, resolutions 
which the Roumanian government declared that it ac- 
cepted with the greatest sympathy and would put in prac- 
tice, as far as depended on its initiative, in conjunction 
with the great powers. 

Thus, as you see, in our Europe also the principle of 
arbitration is beginning to make headway and is knocking 
at the doors of all the parliaments large and small, so 
that the day does not seem to be far off when leading 
States of Europe will stipulate permanent treaties of arbi- 
tration between themselves as well as with your flourishing 
Union. 

In this connection, you will have noticed the motion 
concerning a treaty of arbitration with your States which 
was to have been brought forward by W. Randal Cremer 
and discussed in the British House of Commons the 7th 
of last March, but which was put off on account of busi- 
ness of the government which necessitated a modification 
of the proposed order of the day. The proposition sup- 
ported by many influential members of the English Parlia- 
ment will be the most important event in Europe before 
the assembling of the Congress at Chicago. 
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The States of Europe ought, in emulation of yours, to 
show in fact that all differences can be removed by treaties 
which oblige the parties to submit to arbitral decisions 
freely and loyally accepted. 

Angelo Mazzoleni. 



"Newark, N. J., May 17, 1893. 
Dr. Trueblood : 

My Dear Sir — In the letter received from you some 
time ago you urged that we should get all the peace possi- 
ble into the Columbian Liberty Bell. I have been think- 
ing and sleeping on the question as how best to accomplish 
this, and it seems to me that if the Advocate of Peace 
and the Peacemaker would urge their friends of peace to 
contribute to the bell on the penny, nickel, dime or 
dollar basis, one each for every event that can be recog- 
nized as a peace event in the history of the world that 
they can name, for every representative of this idea whose 
memory they would like to have the bell commemorate, it 
would accomplish this. All these various letters and 
suggestions would be pasted into scrap-books and made 
use of in writing the history of the bell. 

The success of the bell idea has been wonderful. Up 
to date over 200,000 individuals, principally children, 
have sent in their pennies, and over 600 packages have 
been received, by express, of material. 

Some of the packages contain over 1000 contributions. 
Our effort up to date has been to have the many produce 
the bell, and we have in hand a little more than one-half 
the cost. 

We are anxious to have the money contributions add 
up faster from now until June 8th. 
Sincerely yours, 

Wm. O. McDowell, Chairman 



NEW BOOKS. 



The Baroness Von Suttner's celebrated story, "Die 
Waffen Nieder," is now accessible in a good English 
version. The book has been admirably translated by 
Mr. T. Holmes, of London, under the title, " Lay Down 
Your Arms." This translation is the only one authorized 
by the Baroness and has been made under her supervision. 
Though the translated title does not retain all the vigor 
of the German expression, "Die "Waffen Nieder," yet 
the body of the work itself has given as nearly all the 
spirit and fire of the original as can well be put into a 
translation. 

The story has been widely read in Europe and trans- 
lated into many of the European languages, and has done 
much already to awaken serious attention to the horrors 
and unreasonableness of war. It is as realistic as Uncle 
Tom's Cabin, or as Mrs. Jackson's Ramona, and is a bold 
and unsparing, yet perfectly reasonable and fair arraign- 
ment of the war system. The book will be kept on sale 
at the office of the American Peace Society. A liberal 



discount will be given when several copies are ordered at 
once. The publishers are Longmans, Green & Co., Lon- 
don and New York, whose advertisement appears on 
nother page. 

The Roberts Bros., Boston, have just published the 
third and fourth volumes of Edward L. Pierce's Life and 
Letters of Charles Sumner. The whole set of four volumes, 
advertised on another page, gives not only a vivid picture 
of the life and work of the great statesman, but constitutes 
an important part of the history of the most stirring and 
instructive period in our national history. Amoa * states- 
men Charles Sumner was easily the foremost leader in the 
anti-slavery movement. The story of his great speech 
on Kansas in 1855 and the subsequent attack upon him 
by Preston S. Brooks, as told by Mr. Pierce in the third 
volume of this memoi^ reads like one of Scott's romances. 
These volumes will be of great interest to the friends of 
peace, on account of Sumner's well known attachment to 
and outspoken advocacy of the cause of peace. He first 
came into notice as an orator by his noble oration on " The 
True Grandeur of Nations," delivered before the citizens 
of Boston, in 1845. Mr. Pierce tells in a vivid way the 
story of this speech and the sensation which it made among 
both the civilians and the military men who were present. 
These volumes ought to have and will have a wide reading. 



AMONG THE PAPERS. 



PEACE AT THE WOMEN'S CONGRESS. 

The white-winged dove was brooding over Columbus 
Hall yesterday morning. Women who work for peace 
were there, women who are making war for peace, women 
likewise who are making war for women. The speakers 
wanted not at all for an audience. Some portion of the 
crowd shifted between addresses, passing out to give 
place for a larger crowd that drifted in. Minnie D. Louis 
pounded the chairman's desk with a gavel at 10 o'clock 
and introduced Nico Beck Meyer of Denmark, who spoke 
on " Universal Peace " with an impassioned earnestness 
that had its tokens in the tears that filled her eyes and in 
the trembling tones of her voice. 

The Rev. Amanda Deyo of Pennsylvania spoke upon 
the same topic. She said : 

"Frenchmen, Germans, Russians, Englishmen, Italians, 
Austrians, we have no personal hatreds against each 
other to satisfy. Why should we massacre each other ? 
If an individual amongst us thinks that he has to complain 
of an act of injustice on the part of his neighbor his re- 
course would be to the courts of justice. What is useful 
and good in the intercourse of individuals ought also to 
be so in the relations between nations. Let us then solve 
in a pacific way all the difficulties which might put us into 
a state of war, and then let us relieve the peoples of a 
great part of the burdens which their ruinous armaments 
lay on them." — Chicago Tribune, May 20. 



